
 

Together we learn, together we grow. 

Friday 25th September 2026 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Annwyl Rhieni, 

Across the school this week, there has been lots of exciting learning taking place, from 

writing, problem solving, weaving, cooking, and developing digital skills.  It has been 

wonderful to see the children working together, sharing ideas, listening to each other and 

developing new skills every day. 



School Health Nurse: 

There is a drop-in session for all parents/carers to meet with the school nurse on Wednesday 

30th September between 8.30am and 9.30am.  Please go to the main Reception entrance 

and the nurse will be available to speak to you. 

Health & Safety 

The health and safety of our children remain a priority.   This week we had an unplanned fire 

alarm at the start of school.   The children were very mature and dealt with this well.   

Moving forward, should the fire alarm sound again at the start of school, the children in Year 

3 to Year 6 need to assemble on the netball court and the children in Nursery to Year 2 need 

to assemble by the bike shed.  All staff will be present to undertake the fire roll. 

Lockdown – Practice: 

Next week we will be undertaking a planned lockdown event. It is important that we 

continue to review all our procedures taking into account even those that are very unlikely 

to occur.  As a part of this process, we have a procedure called ‘lockdown’. 

I am writing to inform you that we will be PRACTISING this procedure one day next week, 

weather permitting. 

What is a lockdown and when would this happen? 

A lockdown procedure is a health and safety procedure, very similar to a fire drill, which we 

conduct every term. 

Our lockdown procedure would be used when there is a threat to the safety of our children, 

staff and visitors in school and when it is safer for everyone to remain in school, rather than 

to evacuate. The aim of the lockdown is to keep everyone safe by ensuring that they are in a 

place of safety. 

Below are some potential situations where our lockdown procedure may be used: 

•   A potentially dangerous person or animal on the school site 

•   A dangerous situation in the local community that could affect school 

•   A nearby chemical incident 

•   An incident related to terrorism. 

Our procedure 

•   Emergency services will be called 



•   All children will be alerted to a lockdown by the lockdown alert. This is via a whistle that is 

blown consecutively 3 times 

•   If all children are already in the plazas, they will remain in the plaza 

•   If children are in the corridors they will return back into the plaza 

•   If the children are on the field or the playground they will return back into the plazas 

•   The teachers will re-register the children to ensure that all are present 

•   Plaza doors will be locked from the inside and all children will not be near windows and 

doors 

•   All blinds will be drawn 

•   All children will be encouraged to remain quiet and calm. 

Instructions for Parents/carers in the event of a lockdown: 

•   All parents/carers will be informed if Dewstow Primary School goes into a lockdown via 

SCHOOP 

•   Parents/carers should not attempt to phone school or attend school, as this will hinder 

the school’s efforts to contact and work with emergency services. 

•   Parents/carers should not discuss the event on social media as this may create panic. 

The children will be reminded about our lockdown procedures, and why they are important. 

We will reassure children that they are safe, and we will emphasise that practising the 

procedures like this will make sure that the school remains calm and is a safe place to learn. 

This is a PRACTISE so that in the unlikely event of such a situation, our children and staff are 

fully prepared. 

Playtimes and Lunchtimes: 

We greatly value the strong relationships we have with our families and appreciate the 

support you give your children and our school community. We would kindly ask parents and 

family members not to approach the perimeter fencing during playtimes and lunchtimes to 

speak with children. While we understand that these interactions are well intended, they 

can be disruptive to children's play, wellbeing and supervision. 

If you need to pass on a message or speak to your child during the school day, please contact 

the school office and we will be happy to help. Thank you for your understanding and 

support in helping us keep all children safe and ensure that break times remain enjoyable 

and secure for everyone. 



PTFA AGM: 

 



PTFA Halloween: 

 

 



Aneurin Bevan Virtual Workshops/Information: 

 

 



Let's Talk: Monmouthshire Resident Survey 2026: 

Monmouthshire County Council is inviting residents to take part in the Let's Talk Resident 

Survey 2026.  

  

This is your opportunity to share your views on your local area, council services and the 

issues that matter most to you. Your feedback will help shape future priorities and ensure 

local voices are heard.  

  

We’d encourage you and all members of your household (who are aged 16+) to share their 

views, so we have all generations represented. All voices matter. 

  

The survey only takes about 10 minutes to complete and runs until Friday, 30 October. 

  

You can complete the survey online through Let's Talk Monmouthshire, or download a paper 

copy, or pick one up from your local Community Hub, Library, or Leisure Centre.  

You can also return completed paper surveys to these locations. 

  

Complete the survey here: Monmouthshire Resident Survey 20261  

Thank you for taking part.  

 
1https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.letstalkmonmouthshire.co.uk%2F
resident-survey-
2026&data=05|02|WatkinsK155%40monmouthshireschools.wales|5ad00c4d3a9b498f9bcd08df1a4821e0|4f3
f0e52b734416494091b601d147993|0|0|639258569287129579|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGki
OnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=UJZtdU
Cq2a5%2Fl%2BtNUSwYHm6oZ0hPgDAI29W5HPYNJYM%3D&reserved=0 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.letstalkmonmouthshire.co.uk%2Fresident-survey-2026&data=05|02|WatkinsK155%40monmouthshireschools.wales|5ad00c4d3a9b498f9bcd08df1a4821e0|4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993|0|0|639258569287129579|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=UJZtdUCq2a5%2Fl%2BtNUSwYHm6oZ0hPgDAI29W5HPYNJYM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.letstalkmonmouthshire.co.uk%2Fresident-survey-2026&data=05|02|WatkinsK155%40monmouthshireschools.wales|5ad00c4d3a9b498f9bcd08df1a4821e0|4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993|0|0|639258569287129579|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=UJZtdUCq2a5%2Fl%2BtNUSwYHm6oZ0hPgDAI29W5HPYNJYM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.letstalkmonmouthshire.co.uk%2Fresident-survey-2026&data=05|02|WatkinsK155%40monmouthshireschools.wales|5ad00c4d3a9b498f9bcd08df1a4821e0|4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993|0|0|639258569287129579|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=UJZtdUCq2a5%2Fl%2BtNUSwYHm6oZ0hPgDAI29W5HPYNJYM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.letstalkmonmouthshire.co.uk%2Fresident-survey-2026&data=05|02|WatkinsK155%40monmouthshireschools.wales|5ad00c4d3a9b498f9bcd08df1a4821e0|4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993|0|0|639258569287129579|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=UJZtdUCq2a5%2Fl%2BtNUSwYHm6oZ0hPgDAI29W5HPYNJYM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.letstalkmonmouthshire.co.uk%2Fresident-survey-2026&data=05|02|WatkinsK155%40monmouthshireschools.wales|5ad00c4d3a9b498f9bcd08df1a4821e0|4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993|0|0|639258569287129579|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=UJZtdUCq2a5%2Fl%2BtNUSwYHm6oZ0hPgDAI29W5HPYNJYM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.letstalkmonmouthshire.co.uk%2Fresident-survey-2026&data=05|02|WatkinsK155%40monmouthshireschools.wales|5ad00c4d3a9b498f9bcd08df1a4821e0|4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993|0|0|639258569287129579|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=UJZtdUCq2a5%2Fl%2BtNUSwYHm6oZ0hPgDAI29W5HPYNJYM%3D&reserved=0


Monmouthshire Dads Programme: 

 

 

Nursery Admissions September 2027: 

If your child was born between 1st September 2023 and 31st August 2024 you can apply for 

a 2027 nursery school place between 3rd July 2026 and 11th September 2026. 

Please visit Applying for a school place - Monmouthshire2 for an application form and 

further information. 

 
2https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/applying-for-a-school-place/ 

https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/applying-for-a-school-place/


Children born between 1st September 2023 and 31st December 2023 may be offered an 

early start from January 2027. 

Children born between 1st January 2024 and 31st March 2024 may be offered an early start 

from April 2027. 

Children born between 1st April 2024 and 31st August 2024 are not eligible for an early 

start. 

Decision letters offering an early start, if places are available, will be issued: 

• on 20th November 2026 for both September 2027 and for a January 2027 start 

• On 5th March 2027 for an April 2027 start 

 



Primary & Secondary School Admissions 2027: 

 

 



Awards: 

Well done to all the children who have received awards this week. Bendigedig pawb! A very 

big well done to all classes for their commitment to attending school regularly and making 

the most of every learning opportunity. 

Thank you to all our families for your continued support in ensuring children attend school 

punctually and ready to learn. Let's keep working together to make every day count! 

                  

 

Diary Dates: 

Additions and/or changes are highlighted. 



 

Should you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to telephone school on 01291 636360, 

or email the school dewstowprimary@monmouthshire.gov.uk3 

Yours sincerely 

Liz Bain 

Headteacher / Pennaeth 

 
3mailto:dewstowprimary@monmouthshire.gov.uk 

mailto:dewstowprimary@monmouthshire.gov.uk

	Together we learn, together we grow.
	Friday 25th September 2026
	School Health Nurse:
	Health & Safety
	Lockdown – Practice:
	Playtimes and Lunchtimes:
	PTFA AGM:
	PTFA Halloween:
	Aneurin Bevan Virtual Workshops/Information:
	Let's Talk: Monmouthshire Resident Survey 2026:
	Monmouthshire Dads Programme:
	Nursery Admissions September 2027:
	Primary & Secondary School Admissions 2027:
	Awards:
	Diary Dates:

