
 

Together we learn, together we grow. 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Annwyl Rhieni, 

Welcome back. Happy New Year to you all! 

Croeso - Welcome back to school after the Christmas holidays.  The children have settled 

quickly back into the routine of school life, and we are all looking forward to a busy and 

exciting Spring Term.   



Rising 3s: 

Welcome to all the children who have started Rising 3s in the Nursery.  I would also like to 

welcome all the Parents/Carers of the Rising 3 children.    

 

Contact Details: 

Please can you ensure that if you have changed your address or contact details you  inform 

the school.   It is vitally important that we have the correct details should we need to contact 

you.  

Safeguarding: 

The Lead for Safeguarding is Liz Bain, Headteacher and in my absence is Mr Nicholas, Deputy 

Headteacher.  The safeguarding policy has been further updated and is on our school 

website and can be accessed here1.  Should you require a paper copy, please do not hesitate 

to contact school.  

Complaints: 

Please click here 2to access our Complaints Policy, should parents/carers require this, this is 

on our school website.  

Nuts: 

We do have a number of pupils throughout our school with severe nut allergies. For these 

pupils even the smallest trace of nuts can be life threatening.  Please DO NOT send any food 

containing traces of nuts into school.  We are very grateful for your co-operation. 

 
1https://www.dewstowprimary.org.uk/policies 
2https://www.dewstowprimary.org.uk/policies 

https://www.dewstowprimary.org.uk/policies
https://www.dewstowprimary.org.uk/policies


Packed Lunch Guide: 

Please click this link3 to view our Packed Lunch Guide which may help you when thinking 

about what to send your child to school with.  

 

School Dinners: 

Please can you ensure you order a meal for your child each day or at the start of the 

week.  This is causing difficulty in the kitchen where there are a number of meals that have 

not been ordered.   We very much appreciate your help with this.  

Snacks: 

We are a healthy school; please can you ensure that you send your child into school with 

healthy snacks.   Thank you.  

 

 
3https://www.dewstowprimary.org.uk/school-dinner-menu 

https://www.dewstowprimary.org.uk/school-dinner-menu


Inclement Weather Procedures: 

May I remind you that should the weather conditions deteriorate, please check the school 

website via this link4 for the Inclement Weather Procedures.  A paper copy can be requested 

from the school office if preferred. I would like us all to be prepared, If we need to close the 

school. 

 

Warm Clothes: 

The temperature appears to have dropped throughout this week and it has become very 

cold.   When it is not raining the children still go outside to play.   They also go into Forest 

Schools on a weekly basis. Please can you ensure that your child has a warm coat and where 

possible a hat and gloves.  Please write your child’s name on these items.    

 

School Uniform: 

Just a reminder that there is free recycled school uniform in the entrance to the school, 

should you require any replacements.  All uniform has been washed.  Please can I ask that 

you leave the coat hangers so that we can reuse them. Please ensure that your child is in 

school uniform.  Thank you for your support with this.  

PE Kit: 

Please can you ensure you send your child into school in the appropriate PE clothing on PE 

days.  This is a white t-shirt and black joggers or shorts.   Thank you.   

 
4https://www.dewstowprimary.org.uk/policies 

https://www.dewstowprimary.org.uk/policies


Gwent Music: 

During the Spring term Nursery and Reception will be learning Samba and Year 1 children 

will continue to learn to play a stringed instrument. The projects run for 10 weeks, and you 

will be invited into school at the end of the term to share what your child has been learning.  

 

Curriculum/Topic Overviews: 

These are available from Friday 16th January and will be displayed in the classroom windows 

and will also be posted on our website5. These detail what your child will be learning this 

term.  If you would like a copy of the overview, please request one from your child’s class 

teacher.   

Dressing Up: 

We know that many children enjoy dressing up for special events, and these days can be lots 

of fun. However, we also understand that the cost of costumes can sometimes be a 

challenge for families. To help make school more affordable and inclusive for everyone, we 

will be reducing the number of dressing-up days this year. When we do have them, we’ll 

keep them simple and focus on creativity rather than expense—so homemade outfits or 

themed colours will always be welcome. Thank you for your support in making our school a 

place where every child can join in happily. 

 
5https://www.dewstowprimary.org.uk/plaza-pages 

https://www.dewstowprimary.org.uk/plaza-pages


Finance: 

If you receive income-based support—such as Income Support, income-based Jobseeker’s 

Allowance, income-related Employment and Support Allowance, Pension Credit, certain 

Asylum support, or Universal Credit with annual net household earnings below £7,400—

your child may qualify for free school meals. Even if your child already receives a universal 

primary school meal (Reception to Year 6), it's important to complete the FSM application to 

access additional funding like the School Essentials Grant, music lessons, school trips, and 

more support for the school. Applying is simple—just visit the Welsh Government’s official 

page to check your eligibility and apply through your local authority: 

Apply here: Free school meals: information for parents and carers6 [gov.wales]7 

If you need any help with applying, please speak to a member of staff in the office who can 

help you.  

Clubs: 

All after school clubs and lunchtime clubs will commence next week.  Week beginning 12th 

January 2026. 

Selective Mutism: 

Please follow this link8 to access some really useful and practical advice for parents/carers to 

support children with selective mutism. 

Reception Parents - Workshops: 

Please contact the school office to book a place on the 'See How They Learn' 4 week course 

for Reception parents starting on 13th January at 9am, there are still spaces available. 

 
6https://www.gov.wales/free-school-meals-information-parents-and-carers 
7https://www.gov.wales/free-school-meals-information-parents-and-carers 
8https://padlet.com/annahill5/selective-mutism-resources-for-parents-and-education-staff-1ifrbthiz3a2w51y 

https://www.gov.wales/free-school-meals-information-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.wales/free-school-meals-information-parents-and-carers
https://padlet.com/annahill5/selective-mutism-resources-for-parents-and-education-staff-1ifrbthiz3a2w51y


 

Diary Dates: 

 

Workshops: 

Some of our families may find the attached workshops useful.  They are online workshops 

and you do not have to have your camera on.  Full details are on the posters, simply scan the 

QR code to book a place. 



 

 



Active Dads Gymnastics: 

 

Awards: 

Well done to all the children who have received awards this week. Bendigedig pawb!  

 

Should you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to telephone school on 01291 636360, 

or email the school Dew.Primary@monmouthshireschools.wales9   

Yours sincerely 

Liz Bain  

Headteacher / Pennaeth 

 
9mailto:Dew.Primary@monmouthshireschools.wales 
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