
 

Together we learn, together we grow. 

Friday 30th January 2026 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Annwyl Rhieni, 

The children have been working very hard throughout this half term.   Please see below 

what the children have been learning: 



Nursery and Reception: 

Nursery and Reception have been exploring all things Winter. We have looked at the 

changing seasons and have been looking for signs of Winter in the garden. Nursery children 

have had the opportunity to work with Gwent Music and have been learning about rhythm 

and beats through a variety of percussion instruments. 

They have learnt how to use a knife safely while Reception have been learning how to use a 

vegetable peeler as well as we made a delicious carrot soup to keep ourselves warm in 

Winter. Reception have been using their sounds to write simple sentences linked to the story 

of Jack Frost.  We have noticed lots of different birds in our garden and have taken part in 

the British Bird watch naming birds and sorting the birds in our garden. Reception have then 

used IT programs to record their data. 

Year 1: 

We have launched our topic ‘Toys’ where we have been exploring how toys move and 

learning what they are made out of.  We have been weighing and measuring our toys.  We 

have been exploring outdoors, observing the birds and learning about signs of Winter.  In 

Literacy, we have been focusing on reading and recognising tricky words.  We have been 

enjoying some extra reading activities to support our learning.  In Maths, we have been 

learning doubles and halves, bonds to ten and weighing. 

Year 2: 

This term, our topic is 'Toys'. The children immersed themselves in 'Toy Day' where they 

measured, photographed and created observational drawings of their toys from home. We 

have started to explore materials that are used to create toys and have sorted toys using 

Venn diagrams. The children have been using their findings to write a fact sheet about a toy. 

In Numeracy, we have been exploring weighing in grams and measuring in centimetres. The 

children have also been exploring the season of Winter whilst creating Winter poetry. 

Year 3: 

In Literacy, we have been working hard on developing our creative writing techniques, 

delving into some brilliant story settings and pulling out our favourite words and phrases. 

We have then used this as inspiration to generate our exciting sentences to describe a 

setting of a Welsh landscape with mountains, castles and valleys. In Maths, we have been 

learning methods of multiplication so far, looking at the method of repeated addition, using 

arrays (building rows and columns that represent multiplication questions) plus developing 

our understanding of how multiples help us solve multiplication problems. We are moving 



onto how we can use that to solve the opposite problems of division now. In Topic, we have 

discovered that light only travels in a straight line and explored what happens when the light 

path hits an object, experimenting whether an object is opaque, translucent or transparent. 

Year 4: 

We have been exploring Welsh myths and legends and, in particular, the legend of The Giant 

of Gilfach Fargoed. We have been using drama techniques such as freeze framing, hot 

seating and thought tracking to understand how different characters may have behaved or 

felt. We've focussed on clear sentence construction and really focussing on writing 

amazingly accurate sentences. In Maths, there's been a big focus on multiplication facts and 

we've used lots of apparatus and problem solving to help us with these. We're still going to 

keep on working hard on our times tables. We've launched our 'Making Waves' topic by 

going on a sound walk around the school, exploring how instruments make their sound and 

we've used hexagonal thinking to try to link key ideas together. 

Year 5: 

We have been preparing to write an Explanation text, which will help us to explain our 

experiments in our Science Topic. It is an important part of the Science curriculum that 

children can explain a step-by-step process using sequencing and cause and effect language. 

We are writing an explanation text about the rotation of the Earth and how Day and Night 

are formed. We have read and researched, planned our writing and now we will be focussing 

on drafting, editing and publishing. 

Year 6: 

In Literacy, we have created poems relating to Dragons using a rhythmic pattern and 

included features of poetry including repetition, rhyme, descriptive language and 

preposition phrases.  Our genre now for Literacy is Narrative and our focus will be on 

extending descriptive language to describe a setting and character.  This week we have 

enjoyed including a range of exciting adjectives and have dramatized our work using 

movement to bring the writing alive. In Maths, we are focusing on multiplication skills and 

have explored revising 'If I know' methods such as:   'If I know 5 X 9 = 45, then I know 50 X 9 

= 450 and 500 X 9 = 4500.'   In Topic we have been 'plugging in' to the invisible forces of 

electricity.  They researched the journey from the Powerplant to your home including what 

happens at the Substation, the purpose of pylons, the function of transformers to the point 

of where the service is connected to your house. 



My Book of Calm: 

Please click here1 to access the Toolkit on ‘My Book of Calm’.   

PTFA Valentine's Disco 

 

 
1https://www.dewstowprimary.org.uk/wellbeing 

https://www.dewstowprimary.org.uk/wellbeing


 



MonLife Half Term Activities: 

 

 



Awards: 

Well done to all the children who have received awards this week. Bendigedig pawb! 

 

Dates for your diary: 

 

Should you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to telephone school on 01291 636360, 

or email the school Dew.Primary@monmouthshireschools.wales2   

Yours sincerely 

Liz Bain  

Headteacher / Pennaeth 

 
2mailto:Dew.Primary@monmouthshireschools.wales 
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